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Eastbourne Neighbourhood Watch Chair, Ken Ross, talks to our Member of Parliment, Caroline Ansell
During my own previous political networking I have
worked with several Members of Parliament, both in
their constituencies and in the House of Commons,
and along with my wife (Angela) we held ‘Special
Branch’ security clearance for working with several
senior government ministers, including the then
Home Secretary, Douglas Hurd - it could therefore
be said to I have seen and listened to them all.
So a meeting with our own Conservative Member of
Parliament, Caroline Ansell, I considered this just to
be the norm’, another MP pontificating on their boxticked testimonials.
But how wrong I was, sitting opposite Caroline for
even just a few minutes makes you realise she is not
only genuine, human and very unpretentious, but
actually truly passionate about her town Eastbourne
and its people.

MP Caroline Ansell - The Interview

Eastbourne Neighbourhood Watch Association
Eastbourne Neighbourhood Watch was formed back in the 1980’s. Run purely by volunteers, its objective has
always been to form a local association that would bring neighbours together, to create a strong local bond.
This to create a friendship, a link throughout an active community where crime and antisocial behaviour
would be deemed unacceptable, and therefore working closely in partnership with our local police service and
other
community agencies, to make Eastbourne a safer place for us all to walk the streets.
The modern Neighbourhood Watch acts as the eyes and ears of the community - Crime cannot flourish in a
community that cares. Neighbourhood Watch holds out a hand of friendship to those more vulnerable, to those
who feel afraid or isolated in the place where they live. Each of our supporters, members, our area coordinators, are all in themselves our community sentinel’s, our watchtowers, ready to support and help reduce criminal behaviour. It’s about people looking out for each other, crossing barriers of age, race and class to create
strong, cohesive communities that benefit everyone.
Eastbourne Neighbourhood Watch, after over thirty years is still as active as ever and still supported purely
by volunteers. We are a non-profit organisation, non-party in politics, and operate an equal opportunities and
non-discriminatory policy. Anybody can join, regardless of their background, and membership is free.
Facebook; Eastbourne Neighbourhood Watch
Website; www.enwa.org.uk (Up-dates on police and agency alerts).
Eastbourne (Neighbourhood Watch) News; Designer/Editor; Ken Ross. Sub Editors; Roy Peacock. Angela Ross

So before getting down to my observations, let us
just go through the nitty-gritty of who this lady is?
Career wise, Caroline trained as a teacher, went on
to graduate as a headteacher, but it was the severe
illness of one of her sons that turned
her towards politics, wanting, or
as she herself says, ‘needing’ to do
more. She then spent several years
as a local councillor with Eastbourne
Borough Council, where serving on
numerous committees it could be
said she earned her ‘spurs’, before
being elected to parliament in 2015,
and once more in 2019.
On her home life, which you feel
rightly comes first, she is a devoted
wife and mother. Any talk of her
children is very guarded, not just
because of her political status, but as
an ordinary working mother who would defend her
children unconditionally. And I should add she (and
her family) have lived under the threat of death.
A few years ago she received serious and menacing
multiple death threats (from a man who later
admitted he was mistaken about her policies), who
had actually threatened ‘to come to her family home
and knife her to death’. The police were quickly
involved, with the antagonist being arrested and
consequently taken into custody.

On her ambitions, after talking to Caroline for nearly
an hour, I would certainly not class her as someone
who wanted to push her way to the top at any
cost, although yes, I am sure she would like more
opportunity to sway policies and decisions.
But this lady has already shown that her principles,
promises and beliefs are more important than her
personal success. Just last year after she had been
promoted to the ‘front bench’ as Parliamentary
Private Secretary at the Department of Environment,
she had no reservations in stepping down from this
position, resigning on the pure principal when she
did not agree with the government’s policy on school
meals.
When I asked her about this, Caroline explained, “In
these unprecedented times, I am very concerned to
be doing all we can to help the children of families
who have financial difficulties, especially those who
were really struggling during the impact of the Covid
virus.
Therefore, along with four other Conservative MPs I
voted on the oppositions motion to extend free school
meal vouchers for those families who were in receipt
of Universal Credit or equivalent.”
Certainly as Caroline’s track record
shows, she is no shrinking violet,
she is forever working and fighting
for Eastbourne and has been part
of various All Party Parliamentary
Groups and Committees.
As I mentioned earlier, talking to
Caroline soon brings out the passion
and love she has for Eastbourne,
no long-winded soliloquy on being
a member of parliament from her.
You feel that whatever position she
held she would be forever fighting in
someone’s corner to help someone, somewhere.
Ordinary is probably not the correct word, but
certainly there are no airs-and-graces from her. I
would even assume she sleeps with one eye open,
never switching off from working on her next project
to help the less fortunate and forever pushing the
boat-out in any way she can to improve the quality
of life for every resident in Eastbourne.
Using an old and valued expression, this lady knows
where she is going – and this lady is not for turning.

Ken Ross
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THIS MONTHS GUEST

Roy Peacock

MEADS WARD

ENWA is represented at the JAG (Joint Action Group) meetings which is attended by the
police, Councillors and other partners. Most recent discussions have taken account of issues
affecting residents of and visitors to Eastbourne.
Although the police are resource-limited, co-ordinated action is being taken across Sussex with some here in
Eastbourne around Beachy Head and some stretches of roads in the town. Community Speed Watch (CSW)
exercises has resulted in letters to owners of vehicles and motorbikes and police issuing fines due to their
exercises.
The two main outcomes are the need for more incident reports to be made about the ASB driving, speeding
and exhaust noise and the need for more volunteers for CSW.
There continues to be ASB driving, speeding and noise issues and we are asked to report any incidents to the
Police, EBC and Operation Crackdown together. It was agreed that each organisation had to know the extent
of the residents feelings about the speeding and noise of drivers and bikers so as to compare with other reports
and decide where to focus resources.
Emails about incidents should be sent to:101@sussex.pnn.police.uk, and customerfirst@lewes-eastbourne.
gov.uk - and, a copy as a separate report to: http://www.operationcrackdown.org

Safer Public Space in Manor Gardens and Gildredge Park.
An Eastbourne Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator has secured a Community Grant for a special project. Antonia Lucas, a NW Coord and a member of the Upperton Neighbourhood Panel aims to address and reverse
an increase in localised anti-social behaviour, drug dealing and the increase of motorised traffic to and from
Gildredge House School.
The project sets out to realise the start of the involvement of and to give a voice to the young people who
attend school and or live in Upperton Ward, Eastbourne.
With no Upperton Ward NW Coord, Roy Peacock Meads Ward NW Coord will be Antonia’s mentor, supported by Upperton Neighbourhood Panel members, Upperton Councillor Maxted, Stuart Reeves, Head Teacher
of Gildredge House School and the Eastbourne Community Safety Partnership.
R.P.

Some of our readers may have doubts about the efficacy of making such reports (and even the ability to get
the information required, number plates etc.), but it does demonstrate to the relevant authorities that it is still
an issue and of concern for residents.
A group of NW Coordinators in Meads has been formed to pursue such matters in view of residents raising
their concerns either directly with their Scheme Coordinator or at the Meads Neighbourhood and Town Centre
Panels over the last three years.
To counter the speeding issues, Steve O’Connell, the local group coordinator for Community Speed Watch
(CSW) , has reported that limited action has been taken to address speeding across Sussex during the pandemic.
As the conditions ease and Eastbourne police now have more kits, more volunteers are needed to be trained
and to have them out to the certified areas to check drivers’ speeds. The Smiley Face display is being used
and signs have been/are being put up to read ‘Cut your speed before we do’. However, the most successful
approach is use of the radar speed gun and a police letter to speeding culprits.
So if you feel inclined to volunteer and get involved in your community and help, working with perhaps
family member, friends or neighbours, more information can be found on: www.communityspeedwatch.org
A long standing issue for Meads Ward residents and visitors to the Ward is the blatent disregard for the
conditions applying to cycling on the promenades. Councillor Whippy who is responsible for the Communities
is concerned for the growing problems for the disabled using the promenades and their access to the special
beach being constructed for residents and visitors. As one might expect, there are many varying views about
this problem. There is again the need for more reports of ASB of cyclists ignoring the NO Cycling signs
on the promenades. Reports of incidents should be made to the police and the council who have the role of
byelaw enforcement in this case. To do so they need the help of the police to gain the details of the offenders.
Resources would only be directed to the problem as a result of public reports so that these outweighed those
of other issues when prioritising resources. As of now, although the problem is well understood, there are few
reports to do anything more than is being done, which is very little.
Some have said that this cycling practice is a serious accident waiting to happen. Can you help stop it, please?
Report an incident, description and day, time, the colour of the bike, the clothing, and gender.

Email to:101@sussex.pnn.police.uk, and customerfirst@lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk

Roy Peacock
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EASTBOURNE NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
A MESSAGE DIRECT FROM EASTBOURNE POLICE
We know that the last almost two years has been an incredibly difficult time
for everyone, and we start by reaching out and thanking local communities for
playing their part in helping to keep each other safe during the pandemic.
Eastbourne Summer Crime Data Update:
Over the last year reports of burglary have dropped across Sussex. The lockdown measures that were in place across the UK undoubtedly contributed
to this reduction; although things have now eased, we hope to start to the new season by working hard to
continue keeping these figures down – please continue to report all burglaries at the time; call 101/online (if
it has already occurred) and 999 if it is happening at the time.
Year to year (June 2020 – May 2021) across the Eastbourne district we have seen a decrease of 43.1% in
burglaries, including residential, non-residential, and business burglary classes - (more crime statistics can
be found on www.police.uk/pu/your-area).Other highlights include (June 2020 – May 2021):
•
•
•
•

A 17.8% decrease in business crime
A 12.9% decrease in theft from a shop
A 26.6% decrease in serious acquisitive crime
A 6.4% decrease in public place based violent crime

Eastbourne Community Speedwatch needs you:
The Eastbourne Neighbourhood Policing Team has been listening to residents’ concerns about the impact of
anti-social driving and speeding, over the Summer and has been working hard to
address the issue.
Eastbourne Community Safety Partnership has this year agreed funding for
equipment to be used and deployed by Community Speedwatch schemes in
Eastbourne, to help police and communities to make a difference and build on
the work already in place.
We need you: Sussex Police and Eastbourne Community Safety Partnership are still calling for volunteers
to help increase the number of Community Speedwatch schemes across the town – a crucial and important
aspect of the road safety toolkit, please visit: www.communityspeedwatch.org to register as a volunteer in
your local area, training and equipment is provided.
Anti-social behaviour and driving patrols continue:
Your Eastbourne Neighbourhood Policing Team continue to commit designated PCs and PCSOs each Friday and Saturday between 1730-2230 across the town, providing proactive patrols in areas of known ASB
and areas reported by communities as having seen an increase in either anti-social behaviour and anti-social
driving.
Eastbourne residents can call officers out in the town between the times above on: 07785372050 to report
directly to the team.
Outside of these time please continue to report ASB at the time to 101, or online using our newly designed
ASB reporting forms; or by calling 999 in an emergency.

EASTBOURNE NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Police on the streets

Eastbourne’s Neighbourhood Watch Chair, Ken Ross, joins our ‘Bobbies on the beat’

OK, so it wasn’t a walk on the wild side, or even
a path that took us down some of the darker sides
of Eastbourne – but it was an amazing experience to
accompany two police officers which reminded me
exactly what it used to be like in my youth, when
policing was a service for the community, when
members of the public smiled on meeting their
local ‘bobby’. A time when everyone remembered
that policing was by consent and each respected,
and correspondingly were respected, by their
contemporaries.
So it was on a sunny afternoon in the centre of
Eastbourne when I met up with PCSOs Kelly Wilkins
and Daniel Davis, this to join them on a part (a very
small part) of their beat, the full length being nine
hours. Parking the police car in the town centre, our
foot patrol started along Cornfield Road. It did not
take long, in fact just about two minutes, before we
were approached by a member of the public who was
concerned about a female who was sitting on the
pavement next to the local supermarket, seemingly
disturbing the passing shoppers. A quick chat to the
person who approached us, a reassurance by PCSO
Wilkins that she would check it out, and we continued
along. A few steps later we were again approached
with exactly the same concerns by another member
of the public.
But before going any further on the resulting
actions, I would like at this stage to add how
totally approachable these officers were, and this
is the main point. They are not called ‘Community
Support Officers’ for nothing, because that is exactly
what they are! They are members of your local
police force who are primarily there to focus on
social and community issues, mainly to help solve
problems through prevention, through guidance and
collaboration. There to be approached, to address
issues before they get out of hand, to offer advice,
assistance and direction. But please do not think
these hard-working officers are some easy push-over,
they are fully trained, astute, dedicated with the full
support and weight of one of the best police forces in
the country behind them.
But back to being on the beat! We come up to the
supermarket where the female giving concern is
still sitting on the pavement. She is known to PCSO
Wilkins from previous encounters, so she quietly
moves over to talk to her.

They stand for five minutes chatting, the femail who
was giving concern then moves on, having again
been given advice of where she can go for help and
assistance. PCSO Wilkins re-joins us, we walk on. I
ask of the outcome of her discussion. PCSO Wilkins
telling me that she offered her advice on where she
could go for meals, overnight accommodation and
answered any of her questions, but primarily steering
her away from a situation where she was obviously
causing a concern to the general public.
Our walk (beat) continues, it is pleasant to see how
many members of the public greet the passing officers
with a wave and a smile (O! going back to the old
days again!).
The officers stop to check an apartment entrance gate
where a complaint has been previously registered.
We walk further, another smile and another wave.
With these officers it is not only the help that they
give, but it is also the uniform on the street which
probably prevents more crimes than anything else.
The ‘bobby on the beat’, as it was once termed, seeing
the police presence, but also knowing these officers
are there to help and assist is another important issue.

The officers I spent time with, PCSO Kelly Wilkins
and PCSO Daniel Davis are committed to their job,
to satisfy their moral fulfilment, to help and work
within the community.
They were both genuine and caring in their attitude
with the public, Daniel reminding me that they were
there to help, yes, they are also there to enforce the
law, but hopefully by guidance and advice
In the meanwhile Eastbourne has many Kellys and
Daniels looking after us, giving a police presence
on the streets, all there to protect and yes, to be
approached when needed.
Ken Ross
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“The Eyes and Ears of the Community”
In her recent Police report, Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner Katy Bourne stated “We are incredibly fortunate to be supported by so many amazing people who volunteer their time to help
keep our communities safer. The last year, with the global pandemic, it has been particularly challenging for
volunteers, but I have watched in awe as our communities have come together and supported each other in
ways that we’ve never done before.
On behalf of myself and Sussex Police I would like to thank all of you in Neighbourhood Watch for being the
eyes and ears of our communities over the last year. We are all incredibly grateful for your ongoing support,
admirable public spirit and willingness to help in any way you can.” (Katy Bourne)

The old saying, If it seems too good to be true, then it probably isn’t, is still the best guard against fraud
Under the cover of Covid another epidemic is ruining lives - the pernicious crime of fraud. The trusting and
polite Brits are a becoming con-man’s dream!
So please be on your guard, here are a few simple rules for your safety:Be very careful about giving your bank details to anyone over the telephone or on-line. One of the biggest
scams at the moment is ‘the delivery scam’. Supposedly from the Royal Mail (or a delivery company), they
telephone/text you for your bank details to pay for a small delivery charge of £2.95 due on a parcel they are
holding for you. Such a small amount, you of course give your details - and now the fraudster has everything.
The small amount of £2.95 can soon turn into thousands of pounds from your account.
Energy bills could be the next big thing amongst scammers; texts, telephone or on-line. Being offered energy
saving-grants or discounts, you will be asked to click on a link and fill out a form on some bogus web-site,
again your bank account could be quickly emptied.
This and many scams are committed by what fraudsters call the ‘hot state’. They invoke a feeling of panic
where something upsetting makes you, the victim, leap into action without thinking it through rationally
Remember! - Banks will never telephone you and ask for your account details or ask you to move your money
to a different account.
Beware the scam of ‘cold callers’ doing the rounds at the momnent, telling you some of your house roof tiles
are loose.
You are allowed to be suspicious, so do not be rushed, take your time and double check everything!

‘Home Alone’
Once again our wonderful friends at Eastbourne’s ‘Rotary Club’ are running their very special ‘Alone at
Christmas’ festive event which is open to people who live alone, and therefor will be alone on Christmas Day.
The invitation is for residents who live in Eastbourne, Willingdon and Polegate. Within these areas the Rotary
Club are also offering the possibility of free transport.
If you are such a person who will be alone, (or know someone who is, then please pass on their contact
details) - there is no charge for this event, which will be held at Our Lady of Ransom church hall (opposite
Eastbourne’s Town Hall).
This starts from 12 noon and the meal is served at 1pm. Guests will be served Christmas lunch, there will be
entertainment during the afternoon, and the event will end with tea and Christmas cake, (cake kindly donated
by the Grand Hotel).
For full details and conditions; please provide the full name, full address, including postcode and a telephone number
Please send this information by email if possible or by telephone to the guest coordinator, Rotarian, Dennis
Thompson. Email: aloneguest01@gmail.com Phone: 01323 749329.

